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the South, where none of his predecessors had ever
had any such right. Two bishops refused, and were
sustained by the pope; Louis XIV. seized their rev-
enues. The pope excommunicated all ecclesiastics who
would submit to the edict of the king (1681).

Louis XIV., in order to intimidate the pope, then
carried the quarrel into the field of doctrines. He con-
vened the clergy of France in an assembly ruled by
Bossuet, and demanded them to formulate the doc-
trines of the Gallican Church; the prelates, who were
dependent upon the government, adopted the proposi-
tions, which were presented to them, and signed the
Declaration of 1682. This manifesto sets forth in
four articles the old theory sustained by the councils
of the fifteenth century, and preserved since then by
the French magistrates, under the name of the liberties
of the Gallican Church. The oecumenical council is
superior to the pope, the decisions of the pope are only
irrevocable after they have been adopted by the coun-
cil ; the pope has no power in temporal affairs, he has
not the right to make any change in the usages of the
Gallican Church. That means that the Church of
France is perfectly free, so far as regards the pope;
but it is subject to the king. The parlements, parti-
sans of this doctrine, ordered the faculties of theology
to transcribe this declaration upori their registers. The
faculty of Paris (Sorbonne) protested; the parlement
had the registers brought and ordered its own clerks
to write off the declaration; the king sent away from
Paris eight doctors who had attracted especial notice
by their opposition.

But the pope, Innocent XL, did not accept that